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Goals for this Session

● Why create a lesson plan?
● How to create a lesson plan.
● Strategies for engagement.
● Evaluating your plan for effectiveness.



Why Create a Lesson Plan?

● Guide for what you will accomplish in a classroom.
● Reflects why the lesson is important.
● Establishes the need for selected activities.
● Provides a road map on how you will establish your curriculum is 

effective.
● RAMP Lesson Plans:  Identifying activities to be delivered, 

standards to be addressed, to whom activities will be delivered, 
how they will be delivered and how data will be assessed to 
determine impact on student outcomes completed.

ASCA Lesson Plan Template

https://docs.google.com/document/d/148MU8u_Ko5vSjU6O7W8rQUntDCTjb8N7pxvjHDOym6E/edit?usp=sharing


How do you get started?

● What are your program goals?
○ Attendance
○ Behavior
○ Achievement

● What lesson needs to be given?
● What data did you use to determine that?



How do you get started?

● What Mindsets and/or Behaviors reflect the need established?
● Who should receive this lesson - reflect on your data.
● How many lessons will it take?

https://padlet.com/heckmang/k2wm4qvsyg2pbbiz

https://schoolcounselor.org/getmedia/7428a787-a452-4abb-afec-d78ec77870cd/Mindsets-Behaviors.pdf
https://padlet.com/heckmang/k2wm4qvsyg2pbbiz
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State Your Expectations

What will students be able to do because of this lesson?
● Set their alarm clocks?

○ to improve attendance
● Organize their folders?

○ to improve academically
● Share 3 compliments about a classmate?

○ to improve behavior



What is Your Why?
● Best Practice:  Student engagement through written and 

spoken discourse will be scaffolded with tools including the 
graphic organizer and think, write, pair, share.

● Action Research:  Utilizing investigation, evaluation, and 
analysis in research has shown that there is an opportunity 
to improve within your own context or practice and how to 
best improve it.



What is Your Why?
● Research Informed:  Research has shown that in order to 

create equity and inclusion, we must have appreciation for 
cultural differences.  This could tie into a program goal of 
preparing students for a diverse society or improvements 
with attendance and reducing behavior referrals if seeking 
to create a safe environment for all students.

● Evidence Based:  Intentionally planning based on the 
school’s needs’ assessment is true data-informed decision 
making.



Getting Students Started

● Engage the students in the topic
● Communicate expectations for the lesson
● Teach them:

○ What you want them to know
○ What you want them to be able to do
○ The art of questioning and investigating

https://padlet.com/heckmang/k2wm4qvsyg2pbbiz

https://padlet.com/heckmang/k2wm4qvsyg2pbbiz


Watch Them Go

● Let them practice what you want them to learn, do, question 
and/or investigate.

● Discuss their results.
● Determine if your goal was accomplished.



The Rules of Engagement

● How do you learn best?
○ multiple intelligences

● Consider the varying interests of your students.
● Bloom’s Taxonomy - what will bring your students to a higher 

level of thinking AND engagement?



Engagement Strategies

Kagan:
● Say It - Write It
● Snowball Fight
● Rally Robin
● Timed Pair Share
● Stand Up, Hand Up, Pair up



Engagement Strategies

● Annotating Text
● Quickwrites
● Focused Note-Taking
● Socratic Seminar
● Philosophical Chairs
● Collaborative Structures
● Costa’s Levels of Thinking

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UaHv-lbxlB9e34F_HD277wShp1FmLJIbJOe7bcytxMM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QfD85lzYJPJbjqeYHnHiJ51PrrwLFKaSkzAoDGrzO0M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RiUPaP5YH2wUMgDvnihOD-xaNqSnAcW3APsG8IVjBSg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hq8zUP0HOKpcGxSPLSdj_GDqCxaHZycNG0278xO3zp8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-vGe9TQQX75mMtNpFxArtlFZI3iUblEoyChwg23oZE8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H13qFCaONGa25QNgC5sA87m3TRztsIewQB4dFz59BZ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kZho5Ni_OojzRABPU_bZBmpdmnh2t4lV1S3eV597nCI/edit?usp=sharing


Engagement Strategies

Connecting with Students
● Music
● Artwork
● Social Media
● Celebrity Messages
● Games

https://padlet.com/heckmang/k2wm4qvsyg2pbbiz

https://padlet.com/heckmang/k2wm4qvsyg2pbbiz


Online Engagement



Gathering Data

Pre Test/Post Test
● Measure what you wanted them to learn, be able to do, 

question or investigate.
● Use the same test for both pre and post.
● Assess each lesson and unit if more than one lesson. 



Evaluating Your Lesson

● What did the pre/post test information tell you?
● Was there an impact on your program goal?
● What kinds of student feedback did you receive?
● Did you create a classroom environment similar to what 

students regularly have?
● Did you anticipate behavior concerns?
● What will be your next steps to meet student needs?



Evaluating Your Lesson Plan

● Consult great teachers and other school counselors.
● Instructional Coach
● Invite your Administration
● Plan your lessons after setting your program goals and discuss 

lessons during your evaluation.
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Questions/Contact

Geoff  Heckman

Platte County High School

heckmang@platteco.k12.mo.us

@geoffheckman

mailto:heckmang@platteco.k12.mo.us

